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With the great expansion of higher education in China, it becomes the focus that 
whether there is equal opportunity for the admission to higher education. It is of 
great significance to do study on admission opportunities of higher education for 
minorities in China, analyze effects of family factors on such opportunities and root 
causes, thus narrowing the gap of admission opportunities for higher education 
among different ethnic groups and different social stratum. Therefore, studies are 
made to analyze effects of family background on such opportunities between Han 
ethnic group and among ethnic minorities, and determine important roles family 
capital plays in the process based on Theory of Race and Ethnic Relations and 
Family Capital Theory as well as countrywide questionnaire data and quantitative 
materials. In addition, suggestion is put forward to improve the higher education 
admission of ethnic minorities. Main views and conclusions are as follows: 
1. According to the careful arrangement of history and reality for ethnic 
minorities’ higher education and the analysis for appropriate data, it is clear that 
admission opportunities of higher education for ethnic minorities are increased from 
1949 to 1998, but the proportion is still out of their population’s reach. A more 
typical example is that the proportion of ethnic minorities’ students to general 
students in universities is decreased after the university over-enrollment in 1999 and 
opportunity gap between minorities and Han group are widened. 
2. The difference degree of admission opportunity for students from families 
with different backgrounds is more serious than that within Han ethnic group, 
showing that the stratum division inside ethnic minorities for admission opportunity 
is greater than that of Han ethnic group. It is also clear from the investigation that the 
more superior one’s family background, the more opportunities to higher education 
enrollment. As for types of colleges and universities, difference between city and 
countryside and that among their parents’ occupations are relatively small in 














state-run higher vocational school; while there is a great proportion of students born 
with a silver spoon.  
3. After analyzing of all samples by way of binary logistic regression, it is 
shown that students from ethnic minorities are more likely to be admitted by 
common universities as long as with similar family background, but it is more 
difficult for them to be admitted by key universities and non-state-run colleges. 
4. As for inside ethnic minorities, children with superior family background 
have more opportunities to common universities, key universities and non-state-run 
colleges. Such factors as parents’ educational degree and gender, parents’ 
occupations and educational degree, and parents’ occupations, educational degree, 
household income, urban-rural distribution play significant parts for admissions to 
common universities, key universities and non-state-run colleges respectively. 
5. Through quantitative interviews, family background has qualitative and 
quantitative effects on admission opportunities because of the difference in 
accumulating and operating of family capitals. This process is restricted by both 
nationality and stratum. The cultural capital of ethnic minorities’ families include 
parents’ knowledge and skills, living style, values, languages and cultural thoughts 
which can affect studies achievements of their children. Restricted by various ethnic 
characteristics and stratum properties with low social standing, parents from ethnic 
minorities cannot efficiently provide these three capitals, which leads their children 
to disadvantages in admission competitions for higher education.  
Generally speaking, admission opportunities for students from ethnic minorities 
are restricted by both ethnic group division and social division. The government, 
universities and parents from ethnic minorities shall make cooperative efforts and 
pay more attention to children from ethnic minorities’ families with lower social 
standing, thus narrowing the gap of admission opportunities among various ethnic 
groups and inside ethnic minorities. 
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